PROTOCOL OF 8TH SESSION
OFTHE KYRGYZ- INDIA INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION ON TRADE, ECONOMIC, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION 
The 8th session of the Kyrgyz-India Intergovernmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as KI-IGC) was held on 28th November, 2016 in Bishkek, the Kyrgyz Republic.

The KI-IGC was co-chaired by:
(i) Mr. Batyraliev Talantbek Abdullaevich
The Minister of Health, 

Government of the Kyrgyz Republic
(ii) Ms. Rita Teaotia
Commerce Secretary, 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry,

Government of India

The composition of the Kyrgyz and the Indian delegations (hereafter referred to as ‘Sides’ is at Annexure 1. 

During discussions, held in a business-like and constructive atmosphere, both sides deliberated and agreed as follows:
1. Review of Status of Bilateral Trade and Investment 
(A) Bilateral Trade (Merchandise):
1.1.1
As per the data of the Kyrgyz side, the trade figures are as follows: 

Million US Dollars 
	Year 
	Exports from Kyrgyz Republic to India 
	Import from India to Kyrgyz Republic
	Total Trade 
	Trade Balance 

	2010
	0.6
	21.6
	22.2
	21.0

	2011
	18.3
	28.3
	46.6
	20.0

	2012
	0.5
	29.3
	29.8
	28.8

	2013
	0.7
	26.3
	27.0
	25.6

	2014
	2.6
	25.2
	27.8
	22.6

	2015
	1.2
	22.7
	23.9
	21.5

	3rd quarter of 2016
	0,5
	15,5
	16,0
	15,0


1.1.2. 
Data pertaining to trade in Goods as per the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics (DGCIS), Government of India, are as follows:

Million US Dollars

	Year 
	Exports from India 
	Indian Imports from Kyrgyz Republic
	Total Trade 
	Trade Balance 

	2012-2013
	34.99
	2.09
	37.08
	32.90

	2013-2014
	34.54
	0.64
	35.18
	33.90

	2014-2015
	37.76
	0.77
	38.53
	36.99

	2015-2016
	25.11
	1.79
	26.90
	23.32

	2016-2017 (Apr-Sept) (P)
	14.70
	0.38
	15.08
	 14.32


Source: DGCIS, Kolkata     P- Provisional 

1.1.3 Taking into account the above-mentioned -tendencies of the Kyrgyz-Indian bilateral trade, the Parties agreed that the state of trade does not meet the existing potential and efforts are required to increase bilateral trade and enlarge the trade basket.

1.1.4. The Kyrgyz side requested Indian side to consider the possibility of organization of study visits to Ministries, Agencies and Organizations of India to learn from their experience in the field of promotion and development of the export in order to:

· Exchange of experience of the Export Promotion Agencies of India in export marketing

· Exchange of experience in the development of trade support institutions in India and their interaction with the private sector, government agencies, and business associations;

· Exchange of experience in the use of tools on provision of trade information to exporters;

·  Exchange of experience in the use of information and. communication technology to inform and promote trade, administration of the trade portal, introduction of traceability systems for products, etc.; [image: image1.jpg]



· Exchange of experience on the entry into new markets of small and medium enterprises.

Indian Side suggested that Department of Commerce of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry of India, would be happy to act as the Nodal point in this regard.

1.1.5 In order to promote trade and investment the Indian side facilitated and in some cases partly sponsored visits of Business delegation from Kyrgyzstan in the following Indian fairs India: IT Show 2016 in March in Mumbai; Indian Electronics Expo in March 2016 in New Delhi; IPHEX 2016 in April 2016 in Mumbai; Advantage Health care in October 2015 and October 2016 in Greater Noida; Switch Global Expo in October 2016 in Vadodara; FICCI Higher Education Summit in November in New Delhi etc. 
(B)    Investment:

1.2
 The parties noted the low level of the current volume of bilateral investment and the need of Governments and business associations of the both countries to take measures to enhance investment flows between them.

1.2.1
 According to the statistics data of the Kyrgyz Republic, inflow of foreign direct investment (FDI) in India amounted to $ 49.6 thousand in 2015 and decreased in comparison with 2013 by 91.4%. In the 3rd quarter of 2016 inflow of FDI from India to Kyrgyzstan were not observed. The largest volume of foreign direct investment was in 2013 which amounted to $2.6 million. Analysis of the overall flow of FDI from India shows a slight decrease of FDI flow in 2012, increase in 2013, and a sharp decline by 2015.

1.2.2 The Parties agreed to continue cooperation between Investment Promotion Agencies of the states (the State Agency for Investment and Export Promotion under the Ministry of Economy of the Kyrgyz Republic and Invest lndia).

1.3 
Both Sides noted that bilateral investment is at a modest level, although companies from both countries are showing increasing interest in investment projects in the two countries.
1.3.1
The Indian side conveyed that Kyrgyzstan is quite rich in natural resources and thus, can be ideal and reliable supplier of energy, metals, minerals and other resources. India is looking for more active long term engagements with Kyrgyzstan in this regard.
1.3.2 
The potential for further investment cooperation between India and Kyrgyzstan exists in sectors such as information technology, pharmaceuticals, energy, gems and Jewellery, mining and tourism etc. The potential is largely untapped.
1.3.3
Both Sides agreed that there is need for closer interaction also at business level for achieving the desired economic engagements. More visits and exchanges between business association and companies of the two countries would be useful in taking our business relations to the desired level. 
1.3.4
The Indian side conveyed that in order to boost trade and investment relations between the two countries, the Indian side decided to participate in the Bishkek Investment Forum 2016 as the Partner Country. The Kyrgyz side welcomed this decision. The Indian side welcomed participation of Kyrgyz entrepreneurs in the India-CIS Business Meet held in New Delhi in November 2016. 
1.4
The Kyrgyz side welcomed invitations by the Indian Export Promotion Councils for various exhibitions held in India. 
1.5
Both the sides agreed to expedite finalization of framework MOU on cooperation between the agencies for Investment promotion of the respective countries. The Indian side requested the Kyrgyz side to consider draft proposed by Invest India as the basis for negotiations. 
1.6
Both Sides agreed to conduct 1st round of negotiations on draft BIT (Bilateral Investment Treaty).
(C)  Joint Feasibility Study Group (JFSG) on the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) betweenEurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and its Member States, on the one part, and the Republic of India, on the other part
1.7
The Sides noted with satisfaction that the 2nd meeting of Joint Feasibility Study Group (JFSG) on the Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, on one part, and the Republic of India, on the other part, was held on 19-20 September 2016 in Moscow and finalized the JFSG report. The process of examination of JFSG Report and its approval is currently underway and once the JFSG Report is approved by both sides, formal FTA negotiations could commence. 
(D) International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC)

1.8
The Sides noted that Cargo movement on INSTC would be a significant step in the direction of solving logistics issues and would give a fillip to Indo-Kyrgyz trade relations. Both Sides, being member of States of INSTC, agreed to jointly work to operationalize cargo movement on INSTC.  
2. Cooperation in Agriculture Sector & Animal Products
2.1
The Kyrgyz side proposed the following:
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   The start-up of the potato processing plant in Talas province;

· Cooperation on the development of livestock breeding;

· Exchange of experience and upgrading training of specialists and farmers from Kyrgyzstan on the livestock the production of biological plant protection products, and the fisheries; [image: image3.jpg]



· Establishment of joint ventures in fish farming  and its processing in the territory of the Kyrgyz Republic with the participation of Indian capital;

· Exchange of experience in composing of electronic database for monitoring and assessing the state of pastures, including soil, greenery, and infrastructure;

· Methods of the remote probing of mountain pastures including geo informational technologies;

· Export of honey from Kyrgyzstan to India;

· Development of agro-tourism;

· Carrying out of joint business -agro forums and other events that have a positive [image: image4.jpg]


impact on the development of agribusiness of the two states, exchange of agricultural technologies, market research of starting and running the agribusiness [image: image5.jpg]


in the two states;

· Implementation in the Kyrgyz Republic of the best practices on biotechnology and [image: image6.jpg]


bio-safety in the agricultural sector;

· Familiarization by the Kyrgyz experts with the Indian cultivation technology of eco -friendly crops.

2.2
Both the sides welcomed the developments which has taken place in the agriculture sector, which included conduct of a Round Table on Agriculture Cooperation in July 2015; visit of a delegation led by CMD (Chairman and Managing Director) National Horticulture Board in July 2016; and visit of Secretary Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers' Welfare (AC &FW) in November 2016. Secretary AC&FW (Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers' Welfare) has chalked out a road map for agriculture cooperation between the two countries. 

2.3
The Kyrgyz side also welcomed intention of the Indian government to establish a demonstration distillation unit for the extraction of essential oils in Bishkek.
2.4
The Indian side also requested the Kyrgyz side to consider long-term courses under ITEC in the field of agriculture for capacity building. 

2.5
Both sides agreed to expedite finalization of framework MoU on cooperation in the Field of Agriculture.

2.6
Indian side requested Kyrgyz side for exchange of Scientists / training of Scientists from both the countries.  Indian side stated that ICAR, an Indian Council for Agriculture Research, shall provide expertise in the area of livestock breeding and improvement besides imparting training to Kyrgyzstan Scientists in the area of veterinary / animal / dairy sciences including animal health aspects.
2.7
Kyrgyz side is requested to identify the needs to supply of seeds of some crops /vegetables, maize and hybrid seed of those crops from India after proper adoptive demonstration trial in Kyrgyzstan. 
3. Cooperation in Pharmaceutical and Health care Sector
3.1
Given the importance of the health care sector in the ensuring the quality of living standards the Parties agreed to consider the following:

3.1.1 The signing of the Memorandum between the Ministry of Health of the Kyrgyz Republic and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the Republic of India on cooperation in health care.

3.1.2  Consideration of the possibility of upgrading training for medical specialists of the Kyrgyz Republic in health care organizations of India, as well as internships in medical organizations of India in the field of oncology, cardiac surgery, endovascular surgery, transplantation and phlebology.

3.2
The Kyrgyz side thanked Government of India for establishing tele-medicine links in July 2015. Both the sides decided to effectively use them for consultations, live demonstration of complex surgeries and for Continuous Medical Education (CME).  

3.3
The Indian side requested Kyrgyzstan for utilization of telemedicine platform for providing healthcare access and continuity of services. Further Indian side suggested that speciality hospitals can be networked with rural hospitals/clinics in Kyrgyzstan to render remote care using telemedicine.

3.4 The sides agreed to continue the cooperation in the establishment of Kyrgyz-India hospital in Kyrgyzstan. 
4. Cooperation in Energy Sector
4.1
The Indian side offered the Kyrgyz side to participate in the courses conducted by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), a Scientific Institute. 
5. Cooperation in Construction & Infrastructure & Mining Sector 
5.1
The Kyrgyz side suggested to the Indian side to consider the possibility of participation in tenders and auctions for the right to use subsoil resources of the Kyrgyz Republic.

5.2
The Indian side informed that Indian investors are looking at opportunities in Kyrgyzstan in the mining sector especially in the precious stone mining such as marble; as well as areas such as gypsum. 

5.3
The Indian side informed that Geological Survey of India (GSI) is capable of offering suitable expertise in mineral exploration in all metallic / non-metallic minerals and coal for the Kyrgyz Republic.  
6. Cooperation in Textiles and Leather Sector 
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6.1
The Sides agreed to hold 1-st meeting of a joint Kyrgyz-Indian Working Group on the textile industry cooperation in the 1-st quarter 2017  in India and develop measures for the implementation of the Memorandum on cooperation in the textile industry signed on March 16-17, 2015, in New Delhi.
6.2     The Indian side stated that at present duty imposed on the Ready Made Garment and Apparels (RMG) products, which is imported from India, is 23.9%. Kyrgyzstan side is requested to reduce duty structure to enhance bilateral trade in the textile sector. 
The Kyrgyz side informed that since Kyrgyzstan has joined the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) from August 12, 2015, such matters should be decided at the level of the Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC). 
6.3     The Indian side requested Kyrgyz side to organise buyer seller meeting more frequently and invite major apparel brands producers/buyers to participate in India International Garment Fair (IIGF).
6.4 
The Indian side stated that there is huge scope to increase exports in the (Man -made Fibre) MMF textiles sectors. During 2014 Kyrgyzstan’s import from India is worth US$ 24 million (4%) out of US$ 600 million in its total import.
6.5
 Indian side suggested the following areas of cooperation to improve the bilateral trade between the two countries:
· To organize exclusive Indian Textile Exhibitions in Kyrgyzstan. 

· Both the countries may have collaboration in areas like exchange of knowledge & Technology, information on production, export & import, etc. in Textiles sector.

· Possibility of appointing official agents for booking business with Indian companies to facilitate direct trade between Indian companies and Kyrgyzstan importers etc. 
6.6
 The Indian side pointed out declining trend in exports of Carpets, Handloom & Silk products to Kyrgyzstan. 
6.7
The Indian side has requested that Exhibition goods should be given top priority for clearance by the Custom authorities for exports to Kyrgyzstan so that the Indian carpets can be promoted for branding the same & be exempted from levy of duty / taxes on their promotion / sale during the exhibition, which will be beneficial for both the consumers of these countries & exporters of India. There should not be any Middle men interference in clearance of goods for customs.

The Kyrgyz Side informed that  import duties including temporary are in competence of EEU.

7. Cooperation in Standards, Metrology and Certification Sector 
7.1 The Parties agreed to continue the exchange of information and documents related to the standardization and conformity assessment. The Kyrgyz side expressed its readiness to provide to the Indian side the information on the rules and procedures of the EEU on certification, declaration and testing of the products as well as technical regulations of EEU.

7.2 The Parties agreed to develop the cooperation between the Kyrgyz Center of Accreditation under the Ministry of Economy of the Kyrgyz Republic (KCA) and the Commission for Accreditation Center of Conformity Assessment Bodies (ACCAB) of the Republic of India in the following areas: theoretical and practical training on the accreditation of product certification bodies (ISO / IEC 17065), personnel (ISO / IEC 17024), management systems (ISO / IEC 17021, ISO 22003), halal products, control bodies (ISO / IBC 17020), testing and calibration laboratories (ISO / IEC 17025), including forensic investigation organizations, medical laboratories (ISO / TEC 15189), providers of laboratory proficiency tests (ISO / EC 17043).
7.3
The sides expressed happiness on signing of the MoUs between CSM and BIS on cooperation in the field of standardization and Conformity Assessment. 

7.4
The Kyrgyz side proposed signing of another MOU in the area of metrology, including legal metrology between respective national institutions in terms of metrological supervision.

7.5
Indian Side proposed to assist exchange of experience in Organic Agriculture Certification process through APEDA, its nodal agency responsible for implementation of national programme for organic production (NPOP). The Kyrgyz side welcomed the proposal and named Centre for Standardization and Metrology under the Ministry of Economy as its Nodal Agency for this proposal. 
8. Cooperation in Communications & Information Technology Sector 
8.1
Both sides agreed to a proposal from the Kyrgyz side for establishing the exchange of experience in the area of e-Governance, including solutions, such as: 

· Introduction of electronics passports with biometric data;

· Electronic archive of population registration;

· Data processing centre including the applied information security system;

· Electronic interagency interaction of governance agencies;

· Protection of the issuing of various personnel documents;

· Accounting of transport vehicles and driving licences;

· Provision of the state registration services;

· Development of innovative Telemedicine solutions;

· Training of IT-Specialist;

· Use of geo informational systems (GIS) to form the address register and the national infrastructure platform for spatial database.

The sides agreed that the experts from both the sides shall chalk out the road map and decide on terms & conditions of the cooperation.

8.2    Both side also agreed to further B2B cooperation in the area of IT services and solutions. 
9. Culture, Information and Tourism

9.1
Both sides agreed on the following:

· to continue the work on the implementation of the provisions of the Agreement between the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic and the Government of the Republic of  India on cooperation in the field of culture, art, youth, sport and mass media signed on July 12, 2015 in Bishkek. 

· to consider issues on attraction of Indian investments into the tourism industry of Kyrgyzstan;
· to encourage exchange of students of universities, specialists of tourism associations and competent government body for tourism;
· to participate in tourism exhibitions and fairs held in the Kyrgyz Republic and India, as well as to carry out the exchange of experience in improving public administration in the tourism industry and exchange of the information on tourism  resources of the two states;

· to start the design of the draft Agreement  between the Ministry of Culture, Information and Tourism of the Kyrgyz Republic and the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting of the Republic of India on cooperation in the field of Information and Communications.
9.2
Both sides expressed satisfaction over ongoing cooperation in the area of culture and recalled a number of activities conducted this year, some of which were dedicated to the Year of History and Culture in the Kyrgyz Republic and dedicated to 25th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries. These included Festival of India, staging of Mahabharat in Kyrgyz language along with Kyrgyz Drama Theater; participation in the Second World Nomad Games of sportsmen and cultural troupes; participation of Indian crafts persons in OIMО; participation of Kyrgyz artists in Surajkund Mela etc. 

9.3
Both the sides welcomed conduct of Road shows for promotion of tourism in each other's country. The sides noted that with the starting of direct flight between Delhi and Bishkek, the tourists flow between the two countries has increased. 

9.4
Both the sides agreed to expedite finalization of framework MoU on cooperation in the Field of Tourism. 

9.5
Both the sides agreed to expedite finalization of MoU on cooperation in the field of Broadcasting and exchange of audio-visual programmes between Prasar Bharati and Public Broadcast Cooperation of the Kyrgyz Republic. 
9.6
Indian side also requested Kyrgyzstan side to specify the specific areas and subjects relating to socio-cultural and economic development to which media persons from India can be exposed for larger benefits.
10
Education and Science

10.1
The Parties agreed to speed up the approval procedures and signing of a draft intergovernmental Agreement on the mutual recognition of diplomas of higher education and academic degrees, which is under consideration of Indian Side.
10.2
The Indian side informed that proposal of organization of Central-Asian and Indian Institute for Distance Education is also under consideration.
10.3
The Indian side noted the interest of the Kyrgyz side in getting assistance from India in capacity building and advised them to utilize all the slots allotted for the Kyrgyz Republic under Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme (ITEC). The Indian side informed that for the current financial year April 2016-March 2017, 90 slots have been allotted to the Kyrgyz side.  

10.4
Both the sides agreed to expedite finalization of framework MoU on Educational Exchange Programme. 
10.5
Both the sides expressed satisfaction over finalization of MoU between Foreign Service Institute of India and the Diplomatic Academy of the Kyrgyz Republic. Both the sides expressed hope of its early signing.  
11  Visa Issues
11.1
Indian side reiterated the need to simplify the existing visa regime and give its response at the earliest on Draft Agreement proposed by the Indian side for Simplification of Requirements for Mutual Travels of Certain categories of citizens of two countries such as business, tourists, students with a view to promote greater people to people and business to business exchanges between the two countries. 
11.2 The Kyrgyz Side suggests to consider visa issues on negotiations on consular issues between Foreign Affairs Ministries of the two countries.

12    Next meeting of the Kyrgyz-India Intergovernmental Commission

The 9thmeeting of the Kyrgyz-India Intergovernmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technological cooperation will be held in New Delhi in 2017. The date and agenda will be agreed through diplomatic channels.

***
Signed in Bishkek on 28th November, 2016, done in duplicate, each in the Russian and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In the case of any divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.
	For the Government

of the Kyrgyz Republic

Mr. Batyraliev Talantbek 
The Minister of Health,

the Government

of the Kyrgyz Republic
	For the Government 

of the Republic of India

Ms. Rita Teaotia
Commerce Secretary,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry,

the Government  of India


[image: image7.jpg]



9

